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Jesus promised Martha and us: “I am the resurrection and the life. The
one who believes in me will live” (John 11:25, NIV). Let us worship our

Savior.
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5™ Sunday of Lent
Sunday, March 29, 2020
ELW — Setting 10

Gathering

Prelude

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P:

C:

C:

P:

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us and forms us, who
redeems us and calls us, who unites us and sends us.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection

P:

C:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.

Amen.



GATHERING

Christ, the Life of All the Living
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I Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our foe,
2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and haveborne it  pa - tient - ly,
3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the sor-rows deep and sore,
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Christ, your-self for me once giv-ing to the dark - est depths of woe:
e - ven death by cru-ci- fix-ion, ful -ly to a - tone for me;
for the an- guish in the gar-den, I will thank you ev - er-more;
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through your suf-f’ring,death,and mer-it life e-ter - nal I 1n-her - it
for you chose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.

thank you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear-est Je - sus, un-to you.
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
for that last tri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.

PASTORAL GREETING
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn  prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
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We come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.
Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'’r; cre - ate in us new hearts!
HYMN OF PRAISE
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I Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to  all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chnstfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; lord a - lone, to you we «call;
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Might-y God of

all

cre -~ a - tion, Fa - ther of

sur - pass - ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - 101, you have come from heav’n a-bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt

on the cross you died to

save  us;

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it,

in the
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you, we a - dore you, we Ilift high our
now you reign at
Fa - ther’s splen -dor bright.

thanks and praise.
God’s right hand.
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Saints and  an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.
in your prom-ise lirm we stand.
glo-ry be God on hight!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;

For we  in - her - i, 1o

the peace that



PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:  The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P:  Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
CHOIR TO SING AT LATE SERVICE

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14
L:  The First Lesson is from Ezekiel the 37" chapter, beginning at the 1% verse:

'The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the
LorD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. “He led me all
around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. “He
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.”
“Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear
the word of the LORD. “Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: | will cause breath
to enter you, and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live;
and you shall know that | am the LORD.”

’So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. °I looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. “Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath,
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gob: Come from the
four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” ™I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived,
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

“Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’



“Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: | am going to open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and | will bring you
back to the land of Israel. “*And you shall know that | am the LORD, when | open
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. ““I will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.”

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 130
'Out of the depths
| cry to you, O LORD;
O LORD, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication.
*If you were to keep watch over sins,
O LORD, who could stand?
“Yet with you is forgiveness,
in order that you may be feared.
°1 wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits;
in your word is my hope.

"My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the
morning,

more than those who keep watch for the morning.

'O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love:
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.

°For the LORD shall redeem Israel

from all their sins.



SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11
L:  The Second Lesson is from Romans the 8" chapter, beginning at the 6™ verse:

°To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. 'For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God:; it does not
submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, “and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

“But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. *’But
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because
of righteousness. "'If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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slow to an - ger, rich in bless - ing, and with love to us in-clined.

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45

P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 3" chapter, beginning at the 1

Verse:

C: Glory toyou, O Lord.

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister

Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his



feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to
Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This
illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her
sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days
longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us
go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now
trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there
not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble,
because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble,
because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, however,
had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to
sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am glad
I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who
was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die
with him.” 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their
brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,
while Mary stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. 22 But even now | know that God will give you
whatever you ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24
Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in
me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me
will never die. Do you believe this?”” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 28 When she
had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, she got up
quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still
at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary
came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if



you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in
spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he
loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the
blind man have kept this man from dying?”” 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed,
came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said,
“Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord,
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her,
“Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you
for having heard me. 42 | knew that you always hear me, but | have said this for the
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus
did, believed in him.

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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4 Be with us through this sea - son, Lord, and
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prayed and kept the  fast in - spire re - pen - tance
faith - ful - ness cn - dured; lend us your nerve, your
fixed your mind a - bove; SO teach us to de -
all our earth - ly days, that when  the fi - nal
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for our sin, and free us from our past.
skill  and  trust in God’s e - ter - nal word.
ny our - selves  that we  may  know God’s love.
Eas - ter dawns, we join n heav - en’s praise.
APOSTLE’S CREED

A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.

C:

in trust and hope, we confess our faith:

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

Living together



he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need.

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the church with
your Spirit and bless the work of those who work for its renewal (like Hans
Nielsen Hauge, whom we commemorate today). Accomplish your work of
salvation in us and through us, for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when creation
suffers. Restore polluted lands and waterways. Heal areas of the world
ravaged by storms, floods, wildfires, droughts, or other natural disasters.
Bring all things to new life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager
expectation: those longing for wars to cease, those waiting for immigration
paperwork to finalize, those seeking election, and those in dire need of
humanitarian relief. Come quickly with your hope. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are held captive
by anxiety, despair, or pain........ Fill us with compassion and empathy for
those who struggle, and keep us faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Lord God, watch over and care for all persons who serve in the military.
Today we especially remember.......... Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



A: God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to
collaborate with our community in caring for the needs of our neighbors.
Strengthen our ties with other local congregations, agencies, and services.
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who have died
and trust that, in you, they will live again. Breathe new life into our dry bones,
that we, too, might live with you forever. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P:  According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P:  Let us greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

The congregation is invited to greet one another with a gesture of peace (hand
shake or hug) using these or similar words — God'’s peace be with you.

OFFERING

Gathering of Offerings
Offertory
Presentation of our Gifts



OFFERTORY RESPONSE

Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery
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bod -y of our Lord.
IV - er, you the sea.

One of the following may be sung as a final stanza at the appropriate time,

General

Light of life beyond conceiving,
mighty Spirit of our Lord;

give new strength to our believing,
give us faith to live your word

Lent 1

From the dawning of creation

you have loved us as your own;
stay with us through all temptation,
make us turn to you alone.

Lent 2

In our call to be a blessing,
may we be a blessing true;
may we live and die confessing
Christ as Lord of all we do.

Lent 3

Living Water of salvation,

be the fountain of each soul;
springing up in new creation,
flow in us and make us whole,

Lent 4

Give us eyes to see you clearly;
make us children of your Light.
Give us hearts to live more nearly
as your gospel shining bright.

God of all our fear and sorrow,

God who lives beyond our death,
hold us close through each tomorrow,
love as near as every breath.




OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Letuspray......... God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and
you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
Lord.

C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P:  The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P:  Letus give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itisright to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING

P:
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.

Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.

Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,

Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.



P:
C:

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

We welcome you to the Lord’s Table to share the Sacrament of Holy Communion
with us. Holy Communion is served with both red wine and white grape juice. Itis
your choice to receive either one.

Empty cups may be placed in the bowl to the left or right as you return to your seat.

COMMUNION
D
) A § ] : ] |
£ ;’,‘ i ] ; ; ] ; [ &)
> ] ;e
J & G &
i O Lambof God, you bearthe sin of  all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of  all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from gult and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
g - fer-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.



COMMUNION HYMN
1 Am the Bread of Life
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COMMUNION BLESSING

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C: Amen

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

A: Let us pray...... We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

I Come with Joy
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2 1 come with Chris - tians far and near to find, as all are
3 As Chrnst breaks bread, and bads us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the ris - en Christ, un-seen, but ev - er

5 To - geth - er met, to - geth - er bound by all that God has
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free, the life of Je - sus to re - call in
fed, the  new com - mu - ni - ty of love in
ends. The love that made us, makes us one, and
near, 1s in such friend - ship bet - ter known, a -
done, we’ll  go with  joy, to give  the world the
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - mion bread, mm Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.

love that makes wus one, the love that makes us one.



SENDING

BLESSING - TO BE SUNG BY CHOIR AT LATE SERVICE
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen

P:

SENDING HYMN

Just As I Am, without One Plea
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1 Just as { am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as { am, thou wilt re-ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just as 1 am; thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ty
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to  thee,
man - v.a doubt, fight-ings and fears with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise 1 be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now to be thine, vea, thine a - lone,
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O Lamb of God, | come, I come.
DISMISSAL

A: Goin peace. Share the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Can These Bones Live?

Before it is anything else, today’s gospel is an up-close, deeply personal story of
grief. Even the movements seem familiar: Jesus is on the way, then present to each
sister. At last, he stands outside the tomb of his friend who has died, and whom the
community mourns.

In today’s first reading, we are swept up with Ezekiel and deposited into a
wilderness valley full of dry, dead bones. In the valley, God asks Ezekiel, “Mortal,
can these bones live?” (Ezek. 37:3). Of Lazarus in our gospel reading for today, we,
like Ezekiel, might also respond: “O Lord GOD, you know.” How can dry bones
come to life? And how could a dead man ever possibly live again? Indeed, we
might wonder if it will be enough, ever could be enough, that Jesus is “the
resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). At the same time, we easily understand and
echo Martha and Mary, who were both accusing angrily and confessing hopefully
when they said, “Lord, if you had been here . . .” (John 11:21, 32).

As John tells it, Lazarus has been in the tomb four days by the time Jesus arrives.
By then the whole village is awash in grief. When Jesus weeps too, they are amazed
at his loving devotion: here is a strong sign of connection, a visible reminder that
Jesus is truly present among human community, not above it. In the end, Jesus does
what we could never imagine was even a remote possibility. He calls to the one
entombed; he summons life, like the Spirit blowing over the valley in Ezekiel. God
IS up to something! Here, a sign of signs: God is making all things new.

New life is emerging from the tombs of our world and from the shadowed corners
of our hearts. May Jesus’ resurrecting power be felt deep in our own bones!
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