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WELCOME

After a vision, Jacob declared, “How awesome is this place! This is
none other than the house of God” (Genesis 28:17). This worship space,
too, is the house of God, and so is your heart. Welcome.

TO WORSHIP

GATHERING

PRELUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P:
C:
P:

o0

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P:
C:

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the
Church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and
of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG

PASTORAL GREETING
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:  The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P:  Letus pray.
O Lord, pour out upon us the spirit to think and do what is right, that we, who
cannot even exist without you, may have the strength to live according to your

will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

CHILDRENS SERMON

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
L:  The First Lesson is from Isaiah the 44" chapter, beginning at the 6™ verse:
“Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
| am the first and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
“Do not fear, or be afraid:
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; | know not one.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17
“Teach me your way, O LORD, and | will walk in your truth;
knit my heart to you that | may fear your name.
I will thank you, O LORD my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
“For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the nethermost pit.

“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent men seeks
my life;

they have not set you before their eyes.
“But you, O LORD, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
“Turn to me and have mercy upon me;
give your strength to your servant; and save the child of your handmaid.

’Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be
ashamed;

because you, O LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

L:  The Second Lesson is from Romans the 8" chapter, beginning at the 12"
verse:

'“So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh—"for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. “*For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of God. "“For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba!
Father!” “°it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of




God, ‘"and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in
fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him,

| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory about to be revealed to us. ‘’For the creation waits with eager longing for
the revealing of the children of God; ““for the creation was subjected to futility, not
of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope “'that the creation
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. ““We know that the whole creation has been groaning
in labor pains until now; “*and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption
of our bodies. ““For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what is seen? “’But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?

Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 28" chapter, beginning at the 16"
verse:

C: Glory toyou, O Lord.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had

directed them. *"When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. ‘And
Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. "’Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, “’and teaching them to obey
everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, to
the end of the age.”



P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

APOSTLE’S CREED

A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together
in trust and hope, we confess our faith:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

A:

O

O

O

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

God of the harvest, you sow the good seed of the gospel of Jesus Christ into
your field. Help your church throughout the world to be both diligent and
patient, full of resolve and gentleness, that our witness may be faithful to your
intentions. Lord, in your mercy,

Your mercy is great.

God of all space and time, your whole creation groans in labor pains, awaiting
the gift of new birth. Renew the earth, sky, and sea, so that all your creation
experiences freedom from the bondage of decay. Lord, in your mercy,

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, teach us your ways, that we may walk in your truth. Mend
the fabric of the human family, now torn apart by our fearful and warring
ways. Guide us by your mercy, grace, and steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy,

Your mercy is great.

God of hope, you accompany those who suffer and are near to the
brokenhearted. Open our hearts to your children who are lonely and
abandoned, who feel trapped by despair, and all who suffer in any way.......
Lord, in your mercy,

Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, watch over and care for all persons who serve in the
military........ Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the seasons, in the midst of summer, give us refreshment, renewal, and
new opportunities. We pray for the safety of those who travel. We pray for
those who cannot take the rest they need. Lord, in your mercy,

Your mercy is great.

God of life, those who have died in you shine like the sun in your endless
kingdom. We remember with thanksgiving the saints of all times and places



and saints close to us. Gather us with them on the day of salvation. Lord, in
your mercy,

C: Your mercy is great.
P:  Inthe certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these
prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
PEACE
P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
OFFERING
Gathering of Offerings
Offertory
Presentation of our Gifts
OFFERING

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A

C:

Let us pray......... Merciful God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you
have first given us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your
gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

OvOvOT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

P: Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING
P:  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out your Holy Spirit,
that by this Holy Communion we may know
the unity we share with all your people
in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
C: Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

C:. Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

We welcome you to the Lord’s Table to share the Sacrament of Holy Communion
with us. Holy Communion is served with both red wine and white apple juice. It is
your choice to receive either one.

Empty cups may be placed in the bowl to the left or right as you return to your seat.

COMMUNION CANTICLE
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COMMUNION HYMN

COMMUNION BLESSING

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C: Amen



THANKSGIVING CANTICLE
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
. Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your
Son, Jesus Chrlst our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament
of his body and blood may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled
with the power of his endless life, now and forever.

A: Let us pray..
C: Amen
BLESSING

SENDING HYMN

DISMISSAL

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to

POSTLUDE

God.



Impossible Purity

Maybe you have bought or been offered bottled water recently. Did it say “purified”
on it? Did you assume that meant the water was totally pure? What if you learned
that bottled water, even purified, always has some contaminants in it? Would you
still drink it? You probably did.

Jesus’ parable of the weeds among the wheat reminds us of our desire for purity. It
Is tempting on first reading the parable to immediately ask ourselves, So, who is a
weed and who is wheat? We might wonder if the people we don’t like much are
weeds. We might also be anxious to know whether we are wheat, children of the
kingdom. Sorting it all out now and purifying the field would make things simpler.

Except everything in the parable says we don’t get to sort things out! Surprisingly,
Jesus lowers our sense of urgency to sort out good from bad in life. Jesus says it is
better to live with ambiguity, better to accept impurity, than to try so hard to clean
everything up now. Why? Because we risk great harm to others in trying to obtain a
level of purity we can never have in this life.

The desire for purity, especially among religious persons, can be strong. For some,
this means getting rid of people who fail to live up to certain moral standards. For
others, it means judging people based on who we label them to be. But total purity
never exists in nature, nor in humanity as a whole, nor in any single person.

Rather than worrying about whom to get rid of, with Jesus’ help we trust that we are
children of the kingdom by God’s grace. We are included. When we know we are
included and loved, we don’t need to worry about another’s status. That’s for God
to worry about. We are free to love others and ourselves, and to let God sort out the
rest.



