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Good morning and welcome! Let us worship God who creates all 

things, came as Jesus to save the world and breathes life into us 

through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Gathering 

Prelude 

Announcements 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us and forms us, who 

redeems us and calls us, who unites us and sends us. 

C: Amen 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 
Silence is kept for reflection 

 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In 

your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we 

have done and things we have failed to do.  Turn us again to you, and 

uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

us alive together with Christ.  By grace you have been saved. In the name of 

☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  Almighty God strengthen you with 

power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 

faith. 

C: Amen. 

 

GATHERING SOLOIST BETTY DYSLE & DICK RUNNING 

 

PASTORAL GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 



C: And also with you 

KYRIE BASED ON PSALM 80 

A: Restore us O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 

C: You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and 

planted it. 

A: You cleared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land. 

C: The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees 

by its boughs. 

A: You stretched out its tendrils to the sea and its branches to the river. 

C: Restore us O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be 

saved. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the 

inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and by your 

merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7 

L: The First Lesson is from Isaiah the 5
th

 chapter, beginning at the 1
st
 verse: 

 
1
Let me sing for my beloved 

  my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

 My beloved had a vineyard 

  on a very fertile hill. 

 
2
He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

  and planted it with choice vines; 

 he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

  and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

 he expected it to yield grapes, 

  but it yielded wild grapes. 

 
3
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 



  and people of Judah, 

 judge between me 

  and my vineyard. 

 
4
What more was there to do for my vineyard 

  that I have not done in it? 

 When I expected it to yield grapes, 

  why did it yield wild grapes? 

 
5
And now I will tell you 

  what I will do to my vineyard. 

 I will remove its hedge, 

  and it shall be devoured; 

 I will break down its wall, 

  and it shall be trampled down. 

 
6
I will make it a waste; 

  it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

  and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

 I will also command the clouds 

  that they rain no rain upon it. 

 
7
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

  is the house of Israel, 

 and the people of Judah 

  are his pleasant planting; 

 he expected justice, 

  but saw bloodshed; 

 righteousness, 

  but heard a cry! 

L: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14 

L: The Second Lesson is from Philippians the 3
rd

 chapter, beginning at the 4
th

 

verse: 

[Paul writes:] 
4b

If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 
5
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 
6
as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 



  
7
Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 

8
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, 

and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
9
and be found in him, 

not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes 

through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 
10

I want to know 

Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 

becoming like him in his death, 
11

if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the 

dead. 

  
12

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
13

Beloved, 

I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting 

what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
14

I press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

L: The Word of the Lord 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 21
st
 chapter, beginning at the 33

rd
  

 verse: 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the people:] 
33

“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who 

planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 

watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. 
34

When the 

harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 
35

But 

the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 
36

Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 

way. 
37

Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 
38

But 

when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us 



kill him and get his inheritance.’ 
39

So they seized him, threw him out of the 

vineyard, and killed him. 
40

Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will 

he do to those tenants?” 
41

They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a 

miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 

produce at the harvest time.” 

  
42

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:  

 ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

 this was the Lord’s doing, 

  and it is amazing in our eyes’? 

43
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 

to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. 
44

The one who falls on this 

stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 

  
45

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that 

he was speaking about them. 
46

They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the 

crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 

P: The gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY – BETTY DYSLE & DICK RUNNING 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ.  Living together 

in trust and hope, we confess our faith: 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A: With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all those in need. 

Holy God, you call us to work for peace and justice in your vineyard. Refresh 

the church with your life, that we may bear fruit through work and service. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those 

whose hands bring the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May 

we be inspired by your servants who cared deeply for your creation. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: Curb the impulses of greed and pride that lead us to take advantage of others. 

Grant that world leaders seek the fruits of the kingdom for the good and 

welfare of all people. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Sustain all who suffer with the promise of new life. Assured of your presence, 

heal our pain and suffering, and equip us to embrace all bodies aching for 

wholeness of mind, body, and soul. We call to mind those who are struggling 

today……. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Lord God, watch over and care for all persons who serve in the military. 

Today we especially remember…… Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: We pray for all managers in our community and for all who seek employment. 

Give hope and a future to those who lack meaningful work, those who have 



been marginalized or abused in the workplace, and those who desire new 

opportunities. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
A: Thank you for the saints who teach us to live faithfully in your vineyard. May 

our chorus join theirs until our labor is complete. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
P: Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom 

we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Let us greet one another with a sign of God’s peace. 

The congregation is invited to greet one another with a gesture of peace (bow 

to one another or use the peace sign. Please no handshakes or hugs and stay in 

your area, thank you) using these or similar words – God’s peace be with you. 

 

OFFERING 

Gathering of Offerings 

Offertory 

Presentation of our Gifts 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

A: Let us pray………God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and 

you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we 

may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 

Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



PREFACE 

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 

Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 

glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all 

the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

 

THANKSGIVING 

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

P: With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, 

full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus. 



P: Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

Come among us. 

Bless this meal. 

May your Word take flesh in us. 

Awaken your people. 

Fill us with your light. 

Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

C: Come, Holy Spirit. 

P: All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

P: We welcome you to the Lord’s Table to share the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion with us.  Holy Communion is served with individual grape juice 

and a wafer. 

 

 



COMMUNION 

C: O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

You suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

You set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

Eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 

 

PIANO MUSIC 

 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 

C: Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

A: Let us pray…… We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life.  In your mercy, strengthen us 

through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another, 

for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C: Amen 

 

SENDING SOLOIST BY  BETTY DYSLE & DICK RUNNING 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace.  Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God.  



Call to Confession 

Throughout his ministry in Matthew’s gospel, Jesus draws in people at the margins 

of society. As the leader of a reform movement, Jesus spoke as a Jew to fellow 

Jews. When we read these stories centuries later, we must remember that his intent 

was to condemn exclusion and abuses of power—not to reject Judaism. His 

critiques still ring true for the power structures of the religious institutions of our 

time. 

 

Jesus’ parables stirred people up, provoking questions, doubts, even hostility. When 

his listeners recognized themselves in the parables, it was rarely comforting or 

affirming. Do we have the honesty and vulnerability to see ourselves critically in 

the stories as the chief priests and Pharisees did? 

 

There aren’t any clear heroes in this story, as in any story of class warfare. Perhaps 

the tenants turned to violence out of frustration with the economic injustice of their 

situation. The Pharisees were quick to side with the powerful landowner, asserting 

his right to kill the tenants and crush their revolt, yet Jesus does not affirm this 

escalation either. 

 

We begin worship with a prayer of confession, recalling the image of God’s 

goodness in each of us and yet honestly admitting our shame and guilt. Today’s 

parable also issues a call to confession, alluding to the vineyard of Isaiah 5, which 

yielded wild grapes instead of sweet. God has created a world that can provide 

abundant life for all. What are the fruits of our congregations? God’s heart longs for 

justice for all people. How might we unintentionally and unknowingly cultivate the 

sour wine of exclusion, discrimination, and injustice? 

 

In the prayer of the day, we ask: “Beloved God, . . . lead us . . . to know those things 

that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them.” Empowered by 

God’s grace and forgiveness, we set to work removing the blinders that keep us 

from recognizing ourselves in parables’ antagonists and repenting of the injustices 

that we perpetuate. 
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