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Gathering

Prelude

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us and forms us, who
redeems us and calls us, who unites us and sends us.

C: Amen

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection

P:
C:

C:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given
ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In
your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we
have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and
uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of
life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through
faith.

Amen.

GATHERING SOLOIST SERENA LODES

PASTORAL GREETING

P:

C:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you



KYRIE BASED ON PSALM 90

A: Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born,
from age to age you are God.

Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.
You turn us back to the dust and say “Turn back, O children of the earth.”

Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.

> Q20

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past and like a
watch in the night.

C: Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P:  The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P:  Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and
you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom,
and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

FIRST READING: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
L:  The First Lesson is from Amos the 5™ chapter, beginning at the 18" verse:
'Be silent before the Lord Gob!
For the day of the LORD is at hand;
the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
he has consecrated his guests.
"“At that time | will search Jerusalem with lamps,

and | will punish the people



who rest complacently on their dregs,
those who say in their hearts,
“The LORD will not do good,
nor will he do harm.”
“Their wealth shall be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.
Though they build houses,
they shall not inhabit them;
though they plant vineyards,
they shall not drink wine from them.
“The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening fast;
the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter,
the warrior cries aloud there.
“That day will be a day of wrath,
a day of distress and anguish,
a day of ruin and devastation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness,
'°a day of trumpet blast and battle cry
against the fortified cities
and against the lofty battlements.

I will bring such distress upon people



that they shall walk like the blind;
because they have sinned against the LORD,
their blood shall be poured out like dust,
and their flesh like dung.
“Neither their silver nor their gold
will be able to save them
on the day of the LORD’s wrath;
in the fire of his passion
the whole earth shall be consumed,
for a full, a terrible end
he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

L: The Word of the Lord
C: Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
C: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 25" chapter, beginning at the 14"
VErse:

C: Gilory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “““For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned

his slaves and entrusted his property to them; "°to one he gave five talents, to
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
'“The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them,
and made five more talents. '’In the same way, the one who had the two talents
made two more talents. ‘*But the one who had received the one talent went off and
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. “After a long time the master



of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. ““Then the one who had
received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master,
you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ “'His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the
joy of your master.” “’And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,
‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.’
“*His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been
trustworthy in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the

> “Then the one who had received the one talent also came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did
not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; “’so | was afraid, and | went
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” “°But his master
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not
sow, and gather where | did not scatter? *’Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and on my return | would have received what was my own
with interest. ““So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten
talents. “’For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an
abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken
away. “"As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””

joy of your master.

P:  The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY - SOLOIST BY SERENA LODES

APOSTLE’S CREED
A: God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together
in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,



born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
A: Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of
God’s power on the church, the world, and all in need.

Lord of the church, ignite your people with the passion of your love. By the
fire of your Holy Spirit, unify us across ministries, congregations, and
denominations, and refine us to participate in your activity throughout the
world. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Lord of creation, we stand in awe at the works of your hands and praise you
for the beauty of nature. Bless the earth for your glory and restore its integrity
where exploitation has caused ruin. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Lord of the nations, sound forth your justice in the ears of all leaders. Increase
concern for those who are most vulnerable, especially as international leaders
forge trade agreements and cooperate to end human rights abuses. Hear us, O
God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P:  Lord of all in need, search out all who cry to you in distress. Scatter the heavy
clouds of depression, chronic illness, unemployment, and loneliness with your
radiant light. Send us as encouragement and signs of your healing...... Hear
us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P:  Lord God, watch over and care for all persons who serve in the military.

Today we especially remember...... Hear us, O God.



C: Your mercy is great.

A: Lord of the stranger, stir up holy restlessness in us to extend love to those at
the margins. Release our desire for control and open us to learn from the
perspectives of others. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

A: Lord of the living and the dead, we give you thanks for all the saints at rest
from their labors. Rouse us to live by their example, that saints yet to come
may also know your love. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P:  Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day
when you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever
and ever.

C: Amen.

PEACE

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

P.  Let us greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

The congregation is invited to greet one another with a gesture of peace (bow
to one another or use the peace sign. Please no handshakes or hugs and stay in
your area, thank you) using these or similar words — God'’s peace be with you.

OFFERING
Gathering of Offerings
Offertory
Presentation of our Gifts

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A: Letuspray......... God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and
you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we
may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
Lord.

C: Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

OvO T

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.



P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING

P:

o0

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,

the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup

we remember your Word dwelling among us,

full of grace and truth.



o0
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C:

LO
P:
C:

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.

Bless this meal.

May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.

Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,

Word of God incarnate,

Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.

RD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION

P:

We welcome you to the Lord’s Table to share the Sacrament of Holy
Communion with us. Holy Communion is served with individual grape juice
and a wafer.



COMMUNION

C: O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
You suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
You set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away;
Eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.
PIANO MUSIC
COMMUNION BLESSING
P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
C: Amen

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

A: Let us pray...... We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another,
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

SENDING

BLESSING

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C: Amen

SENDING SOLOIST BY SERENA LODES

DISMISSAL

A:
C:

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.



A Significant Trust

On one level we can read the parable of the talents and see a simple lesson: A
property owner entrusts property to his workers and goes away. The workers
respond in different ways to this trust, and he responds to them in different ways
upon his return. The third is paralyzed by fear. We ought not fear putting the gifts
God has given us to work for good in our world.

There is another depth to this story found in the property entrusted to the workers:
One is given five talents, the second two talents, and the third only one talent. We
are told this is according to their ability. How much was a talent? In our culture,
where we have coins and bills for our currency, this last worker seems to be
entrusted with pocket change. A talent, however, was not a denomination of
currency in the way we might understand. A talent was more than fifteen years’
wages for a laborer. Fifteen years!

For illustration purposes, let us assume a laborer today makes $10 an hour. If a
person works forty hours per week with two weeks of vacation, a year’s wages
would be $20,000. Fifteen years of wages would be $300,000. This would be one
talent. Two talents would be $600,000; five would be $1,500,000.

Why all this math? What we see in the value of the talents are significant amounts
of property entrusted to the workers—even the one with the least ability. What is
beautiful in this story is the trust the property owner has in his workers. His
disappointment with the third shows the trust to be sincere. What if this one had
trusted himself as much as the property owner did?

Psalm 139 tells us we are “fearfully and wonderfully made.” Perhaps this parable is
an invitation for us to believe in ourselves as much as God believes in us, and thus
experience the joy our loving Creator already has for us.
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